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From the beginning of Charles Prebish’s involvement
with Buddhism in 1965, Buddhism has made huge
inroads on the North American continent, and worldwide, both in terms of its scholarship and globalization.
He has been fortunate enough to know and work with
an incredible group of brilliant scholars who remain
alive: Luis Gómez, Lewis Lancaster, Donald Swearer,
Frank Reynolds, Stanley Weinstein, Jeffrey Hopkins,
Robert Thurman and others. Unfortunately, none of
these great scholars seems as yet to have shared their
reminiscences of these exciting times with readers.
Equally, because of his pioneering work in studying
Western forms of Buddhism, Dr. Prebish was able to
meet not only the many Asian Buddhist teachers who
appeared in North America after the change in
immigration law in 1965, but virtually all of their first
and second generation Dharma heirs. His friendships
with Chögyam Trungpa and John Daido Loori Roshi, for example, gave him insights into the rapid
development of what he began calling “American Buddhism” in the 1970s. In the nearly half century that
he has been involved with the Buddhist tradition, an enormous number of major events have occurred
in North America (and worldwide), and he has been involved with almost all of them.
Apart from being the leading pioneer in the study of Western forms of Buddhism, as mentioned
above, he was the leading advocate for establishing this new and exciting avenue of inquiry as a valid and
important sub-discipline in the larger discipline of Buddhist Studies. Now there are many dozens of
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courses devoted to this topic, and it has become one of the most vibrant areas of scholarly publication
in Buddhist Studies. When technology began to creep into academe, he was there to found, with
Damien Keown in 1994, the online Journal of Buddhist Ethics, which was the first online peer-reviewed
scholarly journal in the field of Religious Studies. Five years later, with Martin Baumann, he began the
Journal of Global Buddhism. In 1996, he and Keown founded the Routledge “Critical Studies in Buddhism”
series which published more than sixty scholarly titles under their editorship over the next 10 years.
In other words, Dr. Prebish has been involved in virtually everything exciting in the Buddhist world
over the past forty-five years. Because of his unique involvement and longevity, he has an incredible
historical record to document and share, and a huge number of stories to tell. These stories allow us to
share his incredible personal journey, and provide a true “insider’s” viewpoint. It even gives us a rare
and largely unknown snapshot into the world of sport, where he became a nationally respected
Olympic-style wrestling official and one of the leading, early scholarly proponents of the exploration of
the relationship between sport and religion. Chuck’s stories are kind and compassionate. An American
Buddhist Life: Memoirs of a Modern Dharma Pioneer makes for a great read!

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Charles Prebish came to Utah State University in January 2007 following more than thirty-five years on
the faculty of the Pennsylvania State University. During his tenure at the university, he was the first
holder of the Charles Redd Endowed Chair in Religious Studies and served as Director of the Religious
Studies Program. During his career, Dr. Prebish published more than twenty books and nearly one
hundred scholarly articles and chapters. His books Buddhist Monastic Discipline (1975) and Luminous
Passage: The Practice and Study of Buddhism in America (1999) are considered classic volumes in Buddhist
Studies.
Dr. Prebish remains the leading pioneer in the establishment of the study of Western Buddhism as a
sub-discipline in Buddhist Studies. In 1993 he held the Visiting Numata Chair in Buddhist Studies at the
University of Calgary, and in 1997 was awarded a Rockefeller Foundation National Humanities
Fellowship for research at the University of Toronto. Dr. Prebish has been an officer in the International
Association of Buddhist Studies, and was co-founder of the Buddhism Section of the American Academy
of Religion. He has also served as editor of the Journal of Global Buddhism and Critical Review of Books in
Religion. In 2005, he was honored with a “festschrift” volume by his colleagues titled Buddhist Studies from
India to America: Essays in Honor of Charles S. Prebish. Dr. Prebish retired from Utah State University on
December 31, 2010, and was awarded emeritus status. He currently resides in State College,
Pennsylvania.

ABOUT SUMERU
The Sumeru Press Inc. is a Canadian Buddhist book publisher. Other Sumeru initiatives include:
• www.sumeru.ca a popular blog focusing on Canadian Buddhist news, which receives more than 1000
visitors a month from around the world. SUMERU received an honourable mention for design in the
2010 blogisattva awards.
• www.canadianbuddhism.info a directory of more than 475 Canadian Buddhist organizations.
• consulting to Buddhist organizations on publishing and community development.
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